
 
 
 

COVID-19 6/11 UPDATE 
 
The next COVID update will be out Monday, June 15. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions in the meantime.  
 
COVID-19 6/11 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 7,728,675 
Total deaths – 418,203 
 
United States 
Total cases – 2,012,429 
Total deaths – 113,341 
Total # tests – 21,467,820 
 
Administration 

• White House, Republicans plan to postpone formal talks over more stimulus to late 

July, when Congress returns from a break, CNBC reports, citing two administration 

officials and two Republican aides. 

• More money is needed for struggling businesses and possibly for more stimulus checks, 

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin told lawmakers, adding that they’ll need to 

consider how to address high unemployment rates. 

o Mnuchin said he supports more fiscal intervention as the country slowly tries to 

reopen— even as the coronavirus continues to spread in many areas—though he 

was vague about potential solutions to the debate over unemployment benefits, 

a key focus for Democrats. Despite the broad focus and lack of details, 

Mnuchin’s testimony to the Senate Small Business Committee yesterday was a 

clear sign the Trump administration wants a bill to continue to bolster the 

economy, even as growth starts to rebound. 

o “I definitely think we are going to need another bipartisan legislation to put 

more money into the economy,” Mnuchin said. 

o Mnuchin said travel, leisure and restaurant businesses are a top priority. 

Another round of direct payments are “one of the things we want to consider,” 

he said.  

• While House Democrats have proposed extending the current level of $600 extra per 

week in unemployment benefits through January 2021, a move Republicans oppose, 

Mnuchin said the program will need to be changed so a large number of people are no 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBRGOLMB2SJQ
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBQ09GDWX2PU
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longer being paid more with unemployment benefits than they would be paid by a job. 

But he also acknowledged some will remain unemployed through no fault of their own. 

o “I think we’re going to need to fix unemployment,” Mnuchin said. “We knew 

there was issues with the enhanced unemployment where in certain cases we 

were paying people more not to work than work. I think we’ve seen from the 

recent numbers that didn’t have a big impact, because people want their jobs. 

But we will have a significant amount of unemployment and we’re going to need 

to look at doing something there.” 

• Millions of workers will struggle to find a job for months, if not years, Federal Reserve 

Board Chairman Jerome Powell said in a press conference yesterday. The figure will 

likely be “well into the millions of people who don’t get to go back into their old job,” he 

said. 

o The median unemployment projection from Federal Reserve Board members 

was 9.3% on average in 2020, 6.5% in 2021, and 5.5% in 2022, according to 

projections released yesterday. 

o Powell also emphasized that Congress controls fiscal policy, which still bears 

some of the responsibility for recovering from the economic slump. 

• The EPA’s biggest union called on the agency to immediately stop its efforts to open 

some of its regional offices, saying not enough is known about coronavirus-imposed 

health risks. The American Federation of Government Employees Council 238 asked EPA 

leaders to release data showing it’s safe for staff to return to the office. “Taking one 

step forward, two steps back, is playing a callous game with people’s lives—it simply 

isn’t prudent to rush to reopen offices when the stakes are so high,” wrote Gary 

Morton, president of AFGE Local 238, in a June 8 letter to EPA Administrator Andrew 

Wheeler that was released to the public yesterday 

• FDA Commissioner Steve Hahn says CDC and the White House task force will be issuing 

guidance that “will have a lot of specificity” around how to use coronavirus tests. 

o Agency has developed a diagnostic testing and serology testing calculator, Hahn 

says at virtual BIO Digital conference 

o Using serology tests is “a very different situation” to a diagnostic test, Hahn says 

o Says FDA working with government and developers on the creation and then the 

marketing of tests, both serology and diagnostic tests 

• Companies can’t exclude older employees from a workplace even if public health 

authorities advise that they could be at higher risk for a severe case of Covid-19, the 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission said in updated guidance. 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/files/fomcprojtabl20200610.pdf
https://aboutblaw.com/RlV
https://www.bio.org/events/bio-digital
https://aboutblaw.com/Rm2
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o Workers over the age of 40 are protected by the Age Discrimination in 

Employment Act, which would prohibit an employer from treating an older 

worker differently than a younger worker, “even if the employer acted for 

benevolent reasons such as protecting the employee due to higher risk of severe 

illness,” the federal workplace civil rights agency said Thursday. 

o The agency has been updating its commonly asked questions page throughout 

the coronavirus pandemic to inform employers of how they can comply with 

federal workplace civil rights law. The agency has advised companies on how to 

proceed with workplace dilemmas, ranging from workers with medical 

issues that could cause a more severe case of Covid-19 to unbiased protocols 

companies can take to ensure a safe workplace. 

o In addition to the answer on older workers, the agency clarified that unlawful 

harassment that occurs over email while employees are teleworking must be 

handled as though the employees were in the office. It also said the ADA doesn’t 

entitle workers with a high-risk family member to reasonable accommodations, 

since the workers themselves don’t have a disability. 

• Nursing homes that seize relief payments from residents could face federal 

enforcement and be blocked from participating in Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

o The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services issued the warning Thursday 

following pressure from lawmakers. The IRS has been issuing checks of up to 

$1,200 for individuals as part of the CARES Act (Public Law 116-136). 

o CMS hasn’t received any specific complains yet, but is “aware of allegations” that 

nursing homes are seizing the payments, according to the news release. 

• The Trump administration may change the definition of companies deemed critical to 

national security to allow more defense firms to access $17b in unused relief money, 

Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin tells reporters.  

o Mnuchin says the administration earlier thought those funds would be for 

Boeing and GE, though they now don’t expect the funds to go to either co.  

o Mnuchin says there is broad support to help states on pandemic-related 

expenses 

• Mnuchin also discussed with President Donald Trump another round of direct 

government payments to American families to help soften the blow of the economic 

collapse precipitated by the coronavirus outbreak, he said. That is “seriously” being 

considered, he said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9Z0LXT1UM0Z
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9Z0LXT1UM0Z
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7GMFHT0G1L3
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7GMFHT0G1L3
https://aboutbtax.com/PQ6
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• The Federal Housing Finance Agency says in Thursday statement that several loan 

origination flexibilities being offered by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac due to the 

coronavirus pandemic will be extended until at least the end of July. 

o The extension applies to alternative appraisals for new mortgages and 

refinancings; alternative methods for verifying employment before loan closings; 

expanded use of power of attorney and remote online notarizations; and 

authority to purchase loans in forbearance 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the U.S. shouldn’t shut down the economy 

again even if there is another surge in coronavirus cases. 

o “You create more damage, not just economic damage -- medical problems that 

get put on hold,” Mnuchin said Thursday on CNBC. “We can’t shut down the 

economy again.” 

o Mnuchin added that he believed President Donald Trump made the right 

decision to urge states to ease social distancing rules that have crippled the U.S. 

economy. He said that in the event of a resurgence, it will not be necessary to 

impose restrictions again because Covid testing and contract tracing are 

improving and they understand more about how to contain outbreaks. 

• The US federal government said Wednesday it’s investing to help a company develop an 

at-home saliva test to look for antibodies to coronavirus. 

o It’s given OraSure $629,000 to develop the test, which would be specially 

designed for rapid-scale analysis. Antibody tests look for evidence of past 

infection with coronavirus and can give public health officials an idea of the 

extent of the pandemic. It’s not clear whether past infection protects people 

from future infections with the virus. 

• Stephen Dickson, the administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), said 

there will be a long path before the airline industry recovers. 

o Speaking in a virtual chat with the Air Traffic Control Association, the former 

Delta Air Lines executive said, "I think we're talking about years rather than 

months for a full recovery." 

• The FCC has committed half of the $200 million it was allocated for telehealth initiatives 

in coronavirus relief legislation that Congress passed in March, the agency disclosed 

• The Agriculture Department extended another waiver allowing local feeding programs 

to serve meals to children, regardless of where they live, for the summer. USDA has 

eased restrictions on child nutrition programs during the pandemic as school closures 

threatened to cut students off from subsidized meals they relied on. 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=58ddd4dc16fd065826820a9fda57370e74ecac5250035af20640d7620d1e2a52f9be8d0ad23ae24532fb3e5b1562b457
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• The White House doesn’t plan to release details about the companies that received 

billions of dollars through a high-profile federal coronavirus stimulus initiative, Mnuchin 

said, reversing an earlier guidance. The Trump administration believes names of 

borrowers from the Paycheck Protection Program and the money they receive are 

“proprietary,” and “confidential” in many cases, he told the Senate Small Business 

Committee. 

• Medicaid providers hit hard by Covid-19 are hailing the Health and Human Services 

Department’s announcement that long-awaited relief aid is on the way, but they’re 

concerned it’ll take too long for the funds to arrive. The department said on Tuesday it 

was directing $15 billion in provider relief aid to Medicaid and the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program providers who haven’t yet received funding. The agency also plans to 

distribute $10 billion to safety-net hospitals 

• Researchers funded by the National Institutes of Health have launched an effort to 

evaluate drugs prescribed to treat COVID-19 in infants, children and adolescents across 

the country. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) to 

Illumina, Inc. for the first COVID-19 diagnostic test utilizing next generation sequence 

technology. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

has published a series of frequently asked questions and answers regarding the use of 

masks in the workplace. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos hosted the second in a series of forums with K-

12 education leaders this week to discuss best practices for remote learning, including 

lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced a nationwide extension of 

another key flexibility for USDA’s child nutrition programs to ensure all kids can have 

free meals this summer as the nation reopens. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced approval of a request 

from Mississippi to provide online purchasing of food to Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) households. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced approval of a request 

from Delaware to provide online purchasing of food to Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) households. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced the US Virgin Islands have 

been approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funded-study-evaluate-drugs-prescribed-children-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/media/138778/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138778/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-next-generation-sequence-test-diagnosing-covid-19
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/covid-19-faq.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200610
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/readout-us-department-educations-k-12-educator-forum-remote-learning-best-practices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-ensures-all-kids-can-get-free-meals-summer-nation-reopens
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-approves-mississippi-accept-snap-benefits-online
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-approves-delaware-accept-snap-benefits-online
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authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President 

Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-

price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

Capitol Hill 

• Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer requested a briefing next week from top 

administration public health officials, including Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, 

on recent coronavirus spikes in states around the country.  

o “As the President continues to fixate on the stock market and Senate 

Republicans are ready to prematurely declare victory, we need to wrest the 

focus back to these crucial issues,” Schumer said Thursday on the Senate floor. 

“So today I’m requesting that Dr. Fauci and Dr. Birx and other members of the 

administration’s Coronavirus Task Force conduct a briefing for Democratic 

Senators on the recent spikes—next week. We need to understand why these 

spikes are happening and how to adapt our national response.” 

o Schumer's remarks come as Vice President Mike Pence is set to meet this 

afternoon with the task force for the second time this week.  

• A House subcommittee will discuss voting rights and election administration amid the 

virus during a virtual hearing today. 

o In contests since the start of the pandemic, tens of thousands of voters in 

Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Georgia and Nevada failed to receive absentee ballots 

in the mail on time. Meanwhile, those who tried to vote in person were left 

confused by a reduced number of polling locations and exasperated by long lines 

to cast their ballots. 

State/Local 

• A second wave of coronavirus cases is emerging in the U.S., raising alarms as new 

infections push the overall count past 2 million Americans. 

o Texas on Wednesday reported 2,504 new coronavirus cases, the highest one-day 

total since the pandemic emerged. 

o A month into its reopening, Florida this week reported 8,553 new cases -- the 

most of any seven-day period. 

o California’s hospitalizations are at their highest since May 13 and have risen in 

nine of the past 10 days. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-us-virgin-islands
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110770
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110770
https://update.covid19.ca.gov/#top
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• Myrtle Beach Director of Public Information Mark Kruea told CNN the Myrtle Beach 

area has seen an upward trend in new Covid-19 cases over the last few days, mirroring 

the increase seen across South Carolina. 

• The number of coronavirus cases in Louisiana increased by more than 400 for the third 

straight day. 

o Louisiana Department of Health reported 44,472 total cases on Thursday with 

2,874 total deaths, up 19 since Wednesday’s report. 

• Nashville city officials announced today that they will be delaying the next phase of the 

city's reopening plan following an increase in new virus cases, according to a news 

release from the health department.  

o “As of today, the majority of our public health metrics are satisfactory. But our 

14-day new case average remains slightly elevated, prompting us to stay in 

phase two of our Roadmap for Reopening Nashville," Mayor John Cooper said in 

the statement. 

• During a panel discussion with other mayors across the country hosted by the Center for 

American Progress, Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego said that the city and state of Arizona 

is not recovering from Covid-19. 

o “We have had so many of the records you don't want to be hitting for Covid-19 

from my perspective. We opened too much too early and so our hospitals are 

really struggling,” Gallego said. 

o She also said that the increase of positive cases is primarily due to the lifting of 

the stay-at-home order as well as challenges in long-term care facilities. Arizona 

lifted the stay-at-home order on May 15. 

• New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy said the state had deployed 900 contact tracers, a 

day after lifting its stay-at-home order to continue reopening the economy. 

o Murphy said contact tracers, who get in touch with people suspected of having 

exposure to the virus, can number 4,000 in August, if cases resurge. Currently, 

900 are working in New Jersey, and the state expects 2,500 working by month’s 

end. New hires will get 10 hours of training. 

• Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan announced that the state will be allowed to reopen further 

on Friday. 

o Phase two of his Roadmap to Recovery will permit indoor dining to resume at 

50% capacity, while maintaining "distancing 

and following strict public health requirements consistent with the CDC, the FDA 

https://www.nashville.gov/News-Media/News-Article/ID/9878/Daily-Metro-COVID19-Press-Update-for-June-11.aspx
https://www.nashville.gov/News-Media/News-Article/ID/9878/Daily-Metro-COVID19-Press-Update-for-June-11.aspx
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBQ02UDWLU6B
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and the National Restaurant Association," Hogan said at a news briefing on 

Wednesday.  

o Phase two allows outdoor graduation ceremonies to be held with the proper 

capacity and social distancing measures. Outdoor amusement parks and rides 

and miniature golf and go-carts will also reopen safety protocols. 

o Hogan announced that gyms and other indoor studio fitness facilities will begin 

to reopen on June 19 at a 50% capacity, along with casinos, arcades and malls – 

all with strict health and safety protocols.  

• Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves has extended his "safe return" order another two weeks, 

while loosening some restrictions on businesses. 

o "As a reminder, these should not be taken as a signal that the risk is gone. Covid-

19 is still here, still deadly, still contagious. It is purely a recognition of the costs 

of continued shutdowns and heavy regulation," Reeves said on Wednesday 

during a news conference in Jackson, Mississippi. 

o A 10 p.m. cut off time for restaurants and bars that serve alcohol has been lifted 

under the new order; and gyms and fitness center may increase the number of 

customers to 50% capacity, Reeves said. 

o The new order allows outdoor and indoor arenas to open under social distancing 

restrictions, such as limiting seating capacity to 25%, and following guidelines for 

business operations are in effect under Executive Order No. 1492, according to 

the governor’s website.  

• The Iowa State Fair has been postponed, according to the event's Twitter account, for 

the first time since World War II.  

o “We are heartbroken we can’t be together this August. We tirelessly analyzed all 

the unique traditions at the Iowa State Fair and believe it will be safer given the 

current COVID-19 situation,” according to a message posted on the fair's 

website. 

• Disneyland is proposing reopening its Southern California resort on July 17, according to 

a post on the park's official website. 

o The three main elements of their Anaheim, California, campus will begin with the 

reopening of the shopping district in Downtown Disney on July 9, theme parks 

Disneyland and California Adventure on July 17, and hotels Paradise Pier and 

Grand Californian on July 23. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced today that five state regions would be 

moving to phase three of reopening tomorrow. 

https://governorreeves.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/Executive-Order-1492-Safer-Return.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-three-industries
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o He warned that the “rules are clear” and businesses must abide by the 

guidelines, including indoor capacity limits. 

o Noting a rise in cases in some US states, Cuomo warned that even though New 

York's numbers "are good," precautions must continue. 

• New York City will donate $3 million dollars to assist “mom and pop” restaurants and 

small businesses impacted by the coronavirus pandemic, Mayor Bill de Blasio 

announced during the city’s daily news conference.  

o The funds will be part of the city’s "Restaurant Revitalization Program" which will 

provide grants up to $30,000 to 100 selected restaurants. 

o The program will be funded by the mayor’s fund to Advance NYC and One Fair 

Wage, an organization that fights for fair wages.   

o Workers at the restaurants are eligible for a one-time $500 cash fund, NYC first 

lady Chirlane McCray said during the news conference. 

• The Department of Justice (DOJ) is calling on Maryland's Montgomery County to amend 

a COVID-19 order to allow for religious gatherings after officials permitted protests 

over George Floyd’s death. 

o Assistant Attorney General Eric Dreiband of the DOJ's Civil Rights Division sent a 

letter to the county's executive and council on Wednesday expressing “civil 

rights concerns” about the enforcement of an executive order that prohibits 

gatherings of more than 10 people. 

o The letter begins by praising officials in the county, which sits just outside of 

Washington, D.C., for releasing a June 1 statement permitting “peaceful public 

protest” despite the order to limit gatherings during the coronavirus pandemic. 

 
International 

• Luxembourg further loosened its virus-related confinement measures on Wednesday 

after finding no negative effects since schools, restaurants and cafes reopened over the 

last two weeks, Prime Minister Xavier Bettel said at a press conference. 

o Restaurants and cafes will be allowed to accept bookings of up to 10 people per 

table, up from four people since they reopened on May 29. Indoor and outdoor 

playgrounds will be allowed to open again, and children under age 13 will no 

longer be required to wear masks while outside, Bettel said. 

• A persistent increase in cases in Latin America is of “deep concern,” Mike Ryan, head of 

the World Health Organization’s emergencies program, said at a briefing in Geneva. 

Health services in the region are coming under strain and there’s no evidence that 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/10/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://thehill.com/person/george-floyd
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1284421/download?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1284421/download?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www2.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgportalapps/Statement_Detail.aspx?id=1494
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shows whether the arrival of winter in the Southern Hemisphere will increase the 

spread or not, he said. 

• Prime Minister Boris Johnson relaxed the U.K.’s coronavirus lockdown rules further, 

saying people from two households will be allowed to mix -- so long as one is a single-

adult household. 

o From this weekend, adults who live alone, as well as single-parent families, will 

be able to form a support “bubble” with one other household, which can have 

more than one adult, Johnson told reporters on Wednesday. 

o They won’t have to heed social-distancing rules requiring people to stay 2 meters 

(6 feet) away from each other. But households won’t be able to link up with 

more than one other under the plan. 

• Germany has agreed to a set of social-distancing rules for seasonal farm workers to 

stem the potential spread of the coronavirus among the vulnerable group after entry 

restrictions are lifted on June 15. 

o Even after Germany tightened border controls in response to the pandemic, 

some 39,000 seasonal workers, many from eastern Europe, have entered the 

country as part of an exemption since March. The new rules, in place until the 

end of the year, include directives such as dividing laborers into teams that work 

together and share living quarters, the ministry said in a statement. 

• The European Commission has drawn up a set of criteria and guidelines that will 

gradually allow for the reopening of Europe’s external borders from July 1. 

o Using a checklist created by the Commission, European countries will be asked to 

draw up a list of non-European Union countries for which travel restrictions can 

be lifted, to be reviewed on a regular basis. 

o The decision to lift restrictions for a specific country will be based on whether 

that country is in a similar or better epidemiological situation than Europe, 

whether it has comparable hygiene measures at its transport hubs and whether 

or not that country has lifted travel restrictions for the EU. 

• Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin on Thursday expressed confidence that a mass-

vaccination campaign for the novel coronavirus will begin in the Russian capital by the 

end of the year. 

o While the vaccine could be developed in the fall, Sobyanin told Rossiya-24, 

actual vaccinations might not start until December because of the production 

time. “But I hope it will be sooner,” he said. 

Other 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q864SHT0AFBB
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/DE/2020/094-saisonarbeitskraefte.html
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• Alaska Airlines expanded Next-Level Care, the culmination of nearly 100 different 

measures put in place to enhance the safety and well-being of guests and employees. 

These include a pre-travel and wellness agreement, physical distancing onboard, and 

increased cleaning guidelines on planes and safety measures at airports, among other 

measures.  

• The annual Coachella and Stagecoach festivals — two of music’s largest events held in 

Southern California — have been canceled due to the spread of coronavirus, local health 

officials announced Wednesday. 

o The Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival and Stagecoach Country Music 

Festival were originally scheduled to be held in April, but were postponed until 

October under the direction of Riverside County health officials. 

• Moderna confirmed it expects to begin a phase three study of its Covid-19 vaccine 

candidate in July, according to a statement on Thursday. 

o The final phase of the placebo-controlled study will include 30,000 subjects in 

the United States. Participants not in the placebo group will receive 100 

micrograms of the vaccine candidate, which was determined to be “the optimal 

dose level to maximize the immune response while minimizing adverse 

reactions,” according to the statement. Phase three of the trial will be conducted 

with the National Institutes of Health.  

• A medicine that may treat and prevent Covid-19 is now being tested in patients in 

multiple sites around the United States, Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc said. 

o It is the first trial of a Covid-19 antibody cocktail in the United States. If 

successful, Regeneron hopes it could be available by the fall. 

o The clinical trial started Wednesday. Regeneron said its antibody cocktail would 

be tested in four separate study populations: people who are hospitalized with 

Covid-19; people who have symptoms for the disease, but are not hospitalized; 

people who are healthy but are at a high risk for getting sick; and healthy people 

who have come into close contact with a person who is sick. 

• The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit rejected the AFL-CIO’s 

request for the court to compel OSHA to issue an emergency temporary standard to 

protect workers from the novel coronavirus. Labor unions were seeking the standard so 

all U.S. workplaces subject to Occupational Safety and Health Administration rules 

would be required to develop workplace safety plans to safeguard workers 

• Companies that want to merge or buy other companies are facing new risks because of 

uncertainty about how the IRS will deal with the coronavirus relief the businesses may 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBRTATT0AFBE
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBRTATT0AFBE
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBR71JDWX2PX
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have received. Businesses aren’t allowed to take advantage of both the Paycheck 

Protection Program, which provides forgivable loans to small businesses, and the 

employee retention tax credit, designed to help employers keep workers on their 

payroll. This has led to some head-scratching over whether that limitation applies in 

cases where one business acquires another. 

• The federal judiciary issued recommendations on how juries can proceed in the 

coronavirus era that include pre-screening jurors based on health, using larger 

courtrooms for jury assembly, and virtual jury selection in certain circumstances. 

o The Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts’ guidance report was released 

Wednesday as courts take steps to reopen following more than two months of 

closures in response to the virus outbreak that has infected nearly 2 million 

people in the U.S. 

o Trial court attorneys and litigants have been waiting for guidance on how federal 

courts plan to restart jury trials, which normally would put people in close 

contact in the jury room, the courtroom and during deliberations. 

o The new guidance is the most comprehensive list of suggestions to-date for the 

judiciary as a whole. Restarting juries is up to each court and, in some cases, 

each division of that court. 

• As ongoing national protests bring Americans physically closer together, actor and 

activist Sean Penn is helping to provide Covid-19 testing kits. 

o "The protesters themselves are that which protects our democracy, so we owe 

them to protect them, as well," Penn told CNN's Brianna Keilar. 

o Penn's organization CORE (Community Organized Relief Effort) began by 

providing tests sites in Los Angeles, and has since moved the model across the 

county.  

• The Mayo Clinic announced Thursday that it is releasing a new coronavirus antibody 

test as part of its broader efforts to find therapies and vaccines to treat covid-19, the 

disease caused by the novel virus. 

o The test measures the level of a specific kind of antibody in the blood that can 

independently “inactivate” viruses, the Mayo Clinic said in a news release. These 

neutralizing antibodies are “associated with protective immunity against re-

infection for many infectious pathogens,” the clinic said. 

o Antibodies are one of the ways the human body fights off infection. And 

researchers believe that testing for coronavirus antibodies in people who have 

recovered from the disease could lead to possible treatments. 

https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/combined_jury_trial_post_covid_doc_6.10.20.pdf
https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/mayo-clinic-launches-neutralizing-antibody-test-to-advance-covid-19-therapies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/health-science/what-antibody-tests-can-teach-us-about-potential-coronavirus-immunity/2020/04/22/6c9dd052-a8a6-4445-b891-cbf466ad582c_video.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_27
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/27/coronavirus-serum-plasma-treatment/?itid=lk_inline_manual_28


 
 
 

COVID-19 6/11 UPDATE 
 

• SeaWorld has reopened to the public, the latest Orlando theme park to welcome 

customers even as the number of new cases of covid-19 are rising in Florida and other 

states in the South. 

 
 
 
 


